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(b)	where the agreement relates to livestock, the sum
of five hundred pounds, and
(c)	in any other case, the sum of one hundred pounds,
and  the  expressions  " hire-purchase  agreement"   and
" credit-sale agreement " shall be construed accordingly.
notes to section i
This section, which defines the application of the Act,
must, by reason of the last two lines of the section, be read
in conjunction with section 21 (i), which defines the terms
" hire-purchase agreement" and " credit-sale agreement "
for -the purposes of the Act. The result is that wherever the
terms " hire-purchase agreement" or " credit-sale agree-
ment " are used in the Act, the meaning is limited to such
agreements as come within the three categories laid down in
section i. This must be so, it is submitted, even in the cases
set out in section 20 of the Act in which the Act applies for
certain purposes to hire-purchase agreements (credit-sale
agreements are not affected) made before the commencement
of the Act, viz., before ist January, 1939 (section 22 (2) ).
In other words the Act has no relation to hire-purchase
agreements or credit-sale agreements, whether made before
or after the commencement of the Act, in which the hire-
purchase price or total purchase price respectively, exceed
the amounts laid down in the three categories. One result
may well be that different forms of agreement will be used
according as the total purchase price exceeds or falls short
of the limits laid down. It is further to be observed that the
governing figure is the "hire-purchase price " or " total purchase
price " according as the agreement is a hire-purchase agree-
ment or credit-sale agreement. These terms are defined in
section 21 (i). Any number of articles may be included in
either agreement so long as these figures are not exceeded.
The arbitrary division into categories not exceeding £50,
£100 and £500, will be more readily understood when it is
appreciated that the genesis of the Act is to be found in the
desire of the hire-purchase trade itself and certain philan-
thropic bodies to protect the very poor against unfair trading
methods. Nevertheless it is difficult to avoid the conclusion
that the division is illogical and represents a compromise
between conflicting interests.
It is to be observed that (with the anomalous exception* of

